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MAESHAL OUDINOT.

HIS EARLY LIFE BRA VI RY AT FELD-KJRC- H

AT ZURICH HIS DARING
AT THE BRIDGE TABORMADE 3IAR-SHA- L

AT WAGRAM HIS COURAGE
THE PASSAGE OF THE BERE- - Aft?r hc capitulation of Ulm, Ttnpoleon

- "'arched on Vienna. As he approached
biiSA imm,r Ol' TTTrTY-- ? AlAO- - the city, he was anxious to cet

SPECTACLE OF THE ot a bridge across the Danube, which led
ARMY DEATH OF DUROC ' AND

--MOURNFUL SCENE AROUND THE
TENT OF THE EMPEROR.

Marshal Oudinot was born at Bar, April
2, 17G7, and was christened Charles Nicolas

brewer, and Nico- - tllc Traversing city, they action, terrible impetu- -
las followed the same occupation, and
bid fair to sec some day "Charles-Nicola- s

Oudinot" stamped in large characters on
beer barrels. Jn ordinary times he
have lived and died around his own vats,
contented with the moderate circum-
stances in fortune had placed him;
but revolution to sterner
employment, and to fields of toil and fame.

An ardent republican, he adopted with
all the fervor of youth those principles of
equality and universal liberty which the
French armies had brought back from our
shores. But, though a republican, he was
not a Jacobin: and his native town being
plundered, and about to be burned, he
rallied his companions, and forming them
into a military company, attacked and
frightened away the revolutionary robbers.

He soon after obtained a commission in
the army, and his career fairly commenced.
He fought gallantly for his country

first republican Generals, Hoche,
Pichegru, Moreau, etc., and rose rapidly in
rank, lie defended the castle of Ritche
successfully, against an attack of he
Prussians, and evinced that ras i bravery

afterwards distinguished him.
In 179 he w;is made General of Division,

and while Lannes and Murat and Davoust
were around the pyramids, he
was winning laurels in the Alps under
Massena. He advanced upon Feldkirch,
in which the Austrians were strongly in-

trenched, but was met in his passage by
an army sent out to arrest his progress.

This he attacked with his usual im-

petuosity, charging repeatedly at the head
of Ills gren diers into the very center of the
enemy's fire, but was as often compelled to
recoil the shock. Thus, for a whole
day, he fought; but at length succeeded in
driving the enemy before him into Feld-
kirch.

The capture of this fortified place was
extremely important to the French; and
Jourdan,lhen on the Danube, sent orders
to Massena to strain every nerve to take it.
But seated on a rocky eminence, with a
river at its base, and flanked by strong
intrenchments, it bade defiance to every
assault.

Still, Oudinot, at the head of his grena-
diers, crossed the stream, and steadily
moved up the rocky ascent, to the very
walls of the fortifications but in vain.
Before the heavy and well-directe- d fire
that received them, they were compelled to
fall back, thou eh they bore up a long time
against the storm. Oudinot, enraged at
the repeated failure of his attempts, again

himself at their head, and, amid the
most sweeping volleys, led them up to the
ver muzzles of the guns, and there, with
his swo d waving over his head, cheered
them on.

FURIOUS ONSETS.

But it impossible t beat down the
walls which protected he enemy, and
Oudinot, after making .. succession of
most desperate onsetSi exposing his per-

son like a common soldier, and urging his
men by his enthusiastic words and ex- -
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Mangled, shattered, thinned,

brave troops compelled to
leaving 3,000 of companions at

foot of the walls. The flower of the
army lay and where Oudinot led
his grenadiers the thickest.

Soon after general attack was made on
Massena's and he was driven from
the Grisons. Oudinot, however, attacked
an Austrian division, and, after severe
combat, defeated taking 1,500 prisoners.

In the meantime, the victorious Su- -

and Moreau J,lcllwi;cVc ,1,,at
his conquering legions tenacity the

Alps, to drive Massena from Switzer-
land. The occupied the of
Gothard, and was threatening seriously
Zurich, Korsakow still when
intelligence was brought him that Su war-ro-w

hastening up. He had rein-
forced till his amounted

and with these bore down
Zurich. Oudinot, at the head of

the of Massena on
this occasion.

As the last previous the assaultapproached, little town presented
scene of indescribable confusion. The
Russian army, back from points
filled the streets artillery ammuni-
tion wagons, and excited cavalry, forcing
their through the crowd, thechaos; while cries, shouts,
sounds of alarm, mingled together inceaseless discord.

As darkness fell over this beautifulvillage, the bights back of it glowed
the innumerable watch-fire- s of theFrench, while blazing bombs heron
in huge semicircles, throwing wrath-ful streaks over the tranquil thatstretched on the other side,

sending and dismay the in-
habitants.

All night long the heavytramp of infantry, mingled ofcommand Korsakow prepared to cuthis way through the enemy. daybreak
his sallied forth along the
by could retreat, and fell theof despair the French columnsheaps of the slain, and amidhorrid carnage, sleadilv madeway, it broke arrav'of the re-publicans. But into confusionrepeated charges, in

along leaving its
military chest, and ammunition wagons'

the victors.

VICTOHY OVKB TJin EUSSIAN6.

this conflict was going'on
along the road, Oudinot pouring
down the town like an Alpine torrent
sweeping everything
struggle cniuod in the streets thegarrison but his victorious boreall opposition, the remainingtroops surrendered. Ehrht !limi-n,- i u.,
sians luj piled in the and theroad, Zurich

Massena did not forget the serviceOudinot rendered him during this cam-paig- n,

and the next when sent bvBonaparte defend Genoa, he selectedmm Chief of his staff. During all thestruggle around that citv, he brought
aid to the leader who chosen

JtIm,M amid the hrrs of thethat followed, proved himself in en-
durance as well as in daring.

When Massena resolved to force his waythrough the Austrian lines, and restore his
communication Suchet, .sent himwith to the latter to co-oper-
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invasion of Russia This was his first
campaign as Marslial,. and ho seemed
eager to distinguish! himself. He delivered
several battles, while other portions the
army comparatively and at
length, at Polotsk, was sosoverely wounded
in the shoulder, that was compelled to
rcturu to Wilna, and was succeeded by St.
Cyr.

But when Napoleon began his rotrcat
from having recovered from his
wound, he again took command of his
corps, which had been joined to that of
Victor at Smolens'lto. Thcs.c two leaders,
as mentioned in tho sketch of Victor, were
sent on to take possession of Minsk and
the bridge across the Bcrcsina, so as to
protect the retreat of the army.

But Uiey had not performed their task
the bridge was broken down, and destruc-
tion seemed inevitable; for a Russian
army, protected by powerful batteries, lined
the farther shore. Oudinot was the first to
approach tho river, drew up his
dispirited troops, planted his cannon
on the bank.

All night long his shivering battalions
lined that icy stream, and daylight had
hardly broke when Napoleon approached
and gazed long and anxiously on tho
opposite shore, dark with the masses of
the enemy, and then retired to his tent to
ponder on his position.

It was at this juncture, that the Russian
army, impelled by some unaccountable
fear, began to retreat. Oudinot brought
the glad tidings to the astonished Emperor.
Rushing into his presence, he cried

"Sire, the enemy has just raised his
camp and quilled his position!"

"It is not possible!" exclaimed Napoleon.
Ney and Murat at that moment hastening
in and confirming the statement, he sprang

and ran out to the As he saw
the long columns disappearing in the
forest, a smile of exultation and delight
passed over his countenance, and he ex-

claimed:
"I have outwitted the Admiral!"
"When the bridges were finished Oudinot,

as before said, and his corps were the first
across, and took up their station on tho
farther side, to protect the passage. While
Victor was so nobly covering the retreat
and stretching his little army like a pro-
tecting arm around the disordered multi
tude, Oudinot, on the farther side, was
sternly beating back the Russians, who
had now returned to the attack.

With 8.000 men he boldly withstood and
kept at bay 27,000 of the enemy. But, in
endeavoring in a close engagement to rally
a Ieeion that was giving way. he was
struck by a shot, and borne wounded from
the field of battle. Carried to a small vil-
lage several miles in advance of the army,
to have his wound cared he supposed
himself out of' the reach of danger.

But the next day nearly six hundred
Russians and Cossacks together stormed
into the place, and his capture seemed
inevitable. Rallying, however, 17 men,
the wounded Marshal shut himself up in a
wooden house, and defended it so fiercely
and boldlv. that the Russian soldiers were
struck with astonishment and fear,
fled from the village. But, having two
cannon, thev planted them on a small
eminence, and brought them to bear tipon
that wooden building. Still, Oudinot
would not surrender, and though no longer
able to offer any resistance, as the enemy
were out of musket shot, he kvy and let the
cannon balls crash through the house.

At length, as if on purpose to drive him
to despair, a splinter of wood, shot away
by a cannon ball, flew and struck him,
wounding him again severely. Still, he
would not let his remaining followers
surrender, and held out, till at length,
towards night, the advanced guard of Na-
poleon arrived, and effected his deliver-
ance.

BATTLE OF BAUTZEN.

The cold and exposure of that terrible
retreat, together with his wounds, were too
much for even his iron constitution, and
for some time after he reached Paris; his
health was fceblo and languishing. He-coveri- ng,

at length, he hastened to the
sefit of war, to he,lp io arrest the tide of war
that was setting towards France.

He fought bravely at Lutzen, and was
one of the few Marshals who won for Na-
poleon the battle of Bautzen.

The allies, a hundred" and fifty or sixty
thousand strong, were drawn up in a semi-
circle, on the bights of the Bohemian
Mountains, their lines stretching six miles
across the country. Before them, in the
valley, was the river Spree, with several
villages along its-bank- s.

The plain on every side was thicklv- -
studded with conical hi,LIs, whose tops
were black with cannon: 'while those vil- -

uie

he

up

ere so many forts, from which,
ecessary, the troops could retire to

circular bights, where the main
posted.

clock on the morning of the 20Mi
Napoleon stood on a commanding

eminence winch overlooked the entire
battlefield, and issued his orders. Noth-
ing could exceed the excitement and mag-
nificence of the scene that met his gaze.

As far as the eye could reach was one
mass of moving men at first confused andcommingled, but' gradually assumingshape and regularity as the columns of
infantry, the squadrons of cavalry, and the
artillery, fell into their appropriate places,
and advanced bteadily and firmly towards
the Spree.

The long, black lines of the columns,
with the tens of thousands of bavnniia
glittering in the morning light above them,
tho splendid array and movement of thecavalrv. and the constant fl:icJir o,i

I thunder of the artillery, as it mowed itsway towards the river, combined to render
it one of the most sublime spectacles warever presents.

Napoleon gazed long and proudly on thisscene at bis feet, conscious that his touchhad created it all, and by a word he couldchange it all.
On swept the mighty mass, while fromevery cone-lik- e hill that dotted the plain

issued fire and smoke, as if a volcano wereworking there. Each dark summit sud-denly became illuminated, while the guns
thundering at the heads of the columnsbelow, led them steadily on to the shock.
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shouts were heard in thepauses of the thunder,
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Were seen, with glitter-
ing helmets and flashing
sabers, galloping through
the smoke.

Nothing could check
the onward movement

that host, and by
o'clock had passed
the river at all points
ands was moving darkly
towards the bights be-
yond. The allies were
steadily forced back,
maintained, they 're-
tired, a heavy and well-direct- ed

fire from their
artillery, the heads of
the columns.

Only one advanced
post was held, and thatwas a bight on which
the stem BlucheJ stood.
All efforts dislodge him
were vain, and he kept
the summit a hi;.
with his heavy batteries.

It was now too late
make any serious

and tho battle
could not be fought tillnext day. Oudinot. how-
ever, who formed theright wing of the armv
advanced the foot of
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army, when reinforcements were brought
up, and he was arrested in his victorious
car er.

Tl at night the French bivouacked in
squaits on the bloody field they had won,
and both armies sank to rest. All was
silent on mountain and plain, save when
the low groans and prayers that rose from
the thousands that were weltering in their
blood, swelled and died on the breeze.

The smoke of battle hung in light clouds
along the bights the stars looked tran-
quilly down on the slumbering hosts, and
no one would have dreamed that the day
had closed so wildly, but for the slain
around and the light of tho burning vil-
lages, that blazed and crackled unheeded
in the darkness. Innumerable watch-fire- s

lined the hills and dotfed the valley,
till the flickering lights lost themselves in
the distance.

OUDINOT ATTACKS.

Bonaparte had sent orders to Oudinot to
recommence his attack at daylight; and
when the first gray streaks of morning
shot along the east, the weary Marshal
stood in order of battle. Neither was Bona-
parte idle, and all through that valley was
heard tho rapid reveille and the stirring
blast of the bugle, starting thousands from
their slumbers, who, before another night,
woild take their last sleep; while the
furious beat of drums and the clangor of
trumpets, at the foot of the Bohemian
Mountains, told that Oudinot was leading
his strong columns to the attack.

The battle-clou- d rolled over the morning
sun and in a moment the field was in an
uproar. The Emperor Alexander, alarmed
at the fierce irruption of Oudinot on his
left, had sent such reinforcements there
during tho night, that the Marshal found
himself overwhelmed by superior numbers.
He, however, bore up bravely against this
superior force, and struggled nobly to make
head against it.

But bis efforts were in vain. First
checked, then forced gradually back, he,

Mn wry in. hj .w. mw

Gknkrax. Ddroc.
however, contested every inch of ground
with the energy of despair. His men rushed
with shouts to the charge, and threw them-
selves in impetuous valor on the enemy,
but the immense masses that met them
steadily advanced, and before their weight
and fire he was compelled to fall back,
step by step, down the slope.

Napoleon, who had from his eminence
seen the superior numbers against which
Ins Marshal was compelled to contend,
and alarmed at the success of the allies in
.that quarter, ordered up Macdonald with
his corps to support him. The bold Scotch- -
man marched his columns rapidly up to
Oudinot, them will, theimpetuosity the of the and- -

that they were driven back up the bight
In the the heavy batteries

Marmont and Bertrand were thundering
on the center, and the battle raged along
the whole lines. At length the sound of
Ney's guns on the extreme left the signal
for a general attack reached the ear of
Napoleon, and his orders were issued like
lightning. -

The cavalry moved straight on the cen-
ter, while the Guard, in dark
array, marched behind to support it.
Eighty thousand men swept in one broad
wave against the bights, and surging up
its sides, rolled in resistless power over the
summit. Ney, in the meantime, had
turned the enemy's right, and settled tho
fate of the day.

The allied army was forced to retreat.
followed by the victorious enhusi-asti- c

French. The spectacle the field
this moment presented to Napoleon as he
stood and looked off from a commanding
bight, was equally sublime and
with that of the day before. lie had or-
dered the whole army to advance; and,
lo! a hundred and forty thousand men
moved forward at his

There were the long black columns of
the enemy retiring over the field, and

'around their extremities elouds of cavalry
novenng m protection; wlnle on every
side, over (he immense plain, were spots of
flame and wreaths of smoke, where the
artillery blazed incessantly on the advanc
ing battalions.

There, too, were the victorious French
moving in beautiful order and stern maj-
esty after the retreating masses; while a
hundred and twenty cannon in front, clear-
ing a terrible path for the columns, shook
the earth over which they trod, and 8,000
cuirassiers, cased shining armor, and
sending back the beams of the setting sun
in dazzling splendor irom their helmets,
swept with fierce shouts to the onset.

An interminable forest of bayonets glit-
tered over this host; while between were
long moving lines of light caused by the

flashing on steel armor, and
sabers, and helmets. Napoleon gazed
long and triumphantly on the sublime
spectacle, till the lessening columns and
(lie thunder of cannon hastened
him forward.

In the meantime the sun had gone down.
and night, drawing her curtains over the
earth, arrested the conflict, and the two
tired armies again lay down to rest. But
two dead armies were sleeping there also.
More than thirty thousand had fallen in
these two days of carnage, and men lay in
heaps along the base of the bights, and
were scattered thick as Autumn leaves
through the valley.

But as the stars came out in the sky
women were seen flocking oxer the field,
and coarse-cla- d men treading amid the
piles of human bodies, but not, as at

to plunder the dead, to suc-
cor the dying. With hand-cart- s, mil
wheel-barrow- s, and litters, the kind-heart- ed

peasantry had issued forth, moved
by their own sympathies, and lifting up
the wounded, carried then: to their houses,
where they bound up their wounds andallayed their sufferings.

The next morning at daylight Nannie
renewed the pursuit, and pressed on theflying traces of the enemy with redoubledenergy. All day long the fight

the roads were blocked with the dead-bu- t
still the allies retained the firm order

of battle.
Enraged at their obstinacy, and still de-

termined to turn that retreat inin .-
-. r.,fhe hurried to the front, in and

urged on the columns. He rode, hiilmr !.n,i
thither, hastening up and concentrating
bis forces with rapiditv, and fall-
ing in terrible strength on the rear-gua- rd

the enemy. But all his efforts were v; in-th- o

disciplined bravery of the alliul troops
resisted every endeavor, and robbed him ofhalf his victory.

DEATn or Dunocv
But his greatest misfortune, that which

wounded him deepest, was the death of hisfriend Duroc. As lie made a last effort tobreak the enemy's ranks, Jind rode again
to the advanced posts to direct the move
ments oi ins army, one ot ins escort wasstruck dead by his side. Turning to Duroche said :

"Puree, fate is determined tn linvo mm nf
us to-da-
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Soon aftcr as he was riding with hissuite in a rapid trot along the road, a canno-
n-ball smote a tree beside him, andglancing, struck Gen. dead, and
tore out the entrails of Duroc.

Napoleon was ahead at the time, and hissuite, four abreast, behind him. The
cloud of dust their rapid movement raised
around them, prevented him from knowing
at first who was struck. But it was
told him that Kirgener was killed and
Duroc wounded, he dismounted, and gazed

and sternly on the battery from which
the shot had been fired; then turned
towards the cottage into which the wounded
Marshal had been carried.

Duroc was Grand Marshal of the Palace,
and a bosom friend of the Emperor. Of a
noble and generous character, unshaken
integrity and and firm as steel
in the hour of danger, he was beloved by
all who knew him. There was a gentle-
ness about him and a purity of feeling the
life of a camp could never destroy. Na-
poleon loved him for through all the
changes of his tumultuous life he had
found his affection and truth the same
and it was with anxious heart and sad
countenance he entered the lowly cottage
where he lay. His eyes were filled with
tears, he asked if there was hope.
When told there was none, he advanced to
the bedside without saying a word.

The dying Marshal seized him by the
hand and said, "My whole life has been
consecrated to your service, and now mv

regret is, that I can no longer be use-
ful to you."

"Duroc!" replied Napoleon, with a voice
chokQd with grief, "there is another life
there you will await me, and we shall
meet again."

"Yes, Sire," replied the fainting sufferer,
"but .'50 years shall first pass away, when
you will have triumphed over your enemies
and realized all the liopes of our country.
I have endeavored to be an honest man;
I have nothing with which to reproach
myself." He then added, with faltering
voice, "I have a daughter; your Majesty
will be a father to her."

Napoleon grasped his right hand, 'and
sitting down by the bedside, and leaning
his head on his left hand, remained with
closed eyes, a quarter of an hour, in pro-
found silence. Duroc first spoke. Seeing
how deeply Bonaparte was moved, he ex
claimed:

"Ah I Sire, leave me; this spectacle pains
you!"

The stricken Emperor rose, and leaning
on the arms of his equerry and Marshal
Soult, left the apartment, saying, in heart-
breaking tones, as he went:

"Farewell, then, my friend!"
The hot pursuit he had directed a mo-

ment before was victory, tro-
phies, prisoners and all, sunk into utter
worthlessness, and as at the battle
Aspern when Lannes was brought to him
mortally wounded, he forgot even his army
and the great interests at stake. He or-
dered his tent to bo pitched near the cot-
tage in which his friend was dying, and,
entering it, passed the night all in
inconsolable grief, lhe next morning, a
little after sunrise, Duroc died, hen the

I mournful news was brought to Nanoleon.
he did not utter a word, but put into the
hands of Berthier a paper directing a

to be raised on the spot where
he fell, with this inscription:

"Here the General Duroc, Duke of Friuli,
Grand Marshal of the Palace of the Em-
peror Napoleon, gloriously fell, and died
in tne arms oi the iunperor, Ins friend."and hurled such He left 200 Napoleons in hands of thostrength and on enemy 0wner house the clerrvman of
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the parish, to defray the expenses. But
the monument was never erected, for after
the defeats which soon followed, the allies
with a meanness unparalleled in the his-
tory of civilized warfare, claimed this
money as a part of the spoils of war.

Three months subsequent to this, Oudi-
not was beaten in Bohemia, at Gross
Beeren, by Bernadotte, after a severe
struggle. The news of this defeat, coming.
as it didv in the midst of other losses,
lrruaicci iapoieon, who was in mat criti-
cal position where he must have a suc-
cession of victories or be lost, and he un-
justly ordered Nay to supersede him. The
disgraced Marshal, however, did not refuse
to fight under Ney, who was soon after
worse beaten in a similar encounter.

In the October that followed, at Leipsic,
he commanded two divisions of the Young
Guard, and helped to stem the tide of that
disastrous battle, till Napoleon ordered a
retreat, and continued to struggle bravely
for France and the Empire to the last.

At Brienne, Nangis, Montereau, Bar-sur-Aub- e,

and other fields of fame, and side by
side with Napoleon during all that fierce
struggle to force the allies back from Paris,
he exhibited his accustomed valor and
patriotism.

On the abdication of the Emperor, he
gave in his adherence to Louis XVIII., by
whom he was made Colonel-Gener- al of the
Grenadiers, and Governor of Metz. He
adhered to lhe royal cause during the
hundred days of Napoleon's reign, after his
return from Elba. On the second restora-
tion he was made Peer of France, Minister
of State, and given the command of the
National Guard of Paris.

In 1823, he served under the Duke of
Angouleme in the invasion of Spain, and
was appointed Governor of Madrid. In 1830
he gave in his adhesion to Louis Philippe,
and was appointed by him Governor of
the Invalides.

Oudinot was brave even to rashness
sudden and terrible in a charge, and a
good General in the field of battle.
He needed, however, the oversight of Na-
poleon, and erred when left to himself. lie
was neither avaricious nor cruel, and
through a long and tempestuous life sus-
tained the honor of the arms of France,
and struggled nobly for her freedom. He
was careless of his person in battle, and
bore his body the scars of 20 wounds
received in the different engagements
through which he passed.

To be continued.

EDITORIAL NOTE. The varied military
character whom Napoleon gathered about
him and elevated to the proud rank of Mar-
shal have in uo other work heen so admirably
protrayed a3 in Headley's biographies. Tho
most interesting of these are yet to be pub-
lished in this paper, and will prove an at-
tractive feature of forthcoming issues.

"Not Su Warm."
Ui!.injton Po&t.'

I asked a member over a teacup the
other day how it feels to be a Congress-
man.

"it's purely a question of geography,"
said he. "On his native heath a Con
gressman is, its one. may tersely express
it, 'the whole thing.' In Washington he
is only an infinitesimal fraction. A few
weeks ago I was called home to attend to
some important business. I was too mnoh
occupied for a few days to Hnd time to read
tho papers, but when I did begin to read
them 1 saw that the country was passin0-throug-

an important crisis several crises
in fact. Tho Cuban question, the Ha-
waiian question, finance. Affairs were 3
serious. I felt (hat my country needed me.
IMy absence had crippled my party in the
House. I felt that I was shirking a sacredduty. :Iy constituents whom I met eyed
me reproachfully.

"1 hurried through my business and
came to Washington. I went to the Capitol
uireci irom tne station. 1 put a question to
a fellow member I met a man I know well.

'"Why, have you been away? he asked.
"I was a trifle pained, but I answered

that I had.
'"Oh, well,' said lie, 'you couldn't have

chosen a better time to bo away. Every-
thing's stagnating here. Nothing has
been done, nothing has been said. Why,
it's been the dullest. fortniVlit nf tlir wlinin
session. You were lucky lo be away.'"
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